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Academics
From Borderlands
to Bangladesh
PhD students are as diverse
as their International Business curriculum
Perhaps the only thing more international than the
curriculum of the four-year-old PhD program in business
administration at The University of Texas-Pan American is
the student body itself.
“We have students from all over the world,” said Dr.
John Sargent, who joined the College of Business
Administration faculty this fall as director of the doctoral
program and assistant professor in the Department of
Management, Marketing and International Business.
“That’s the beauty of our program — the diversity is
so great,” said Dr. Linda McCallister, dean of the college,
who has guided the program through its formative stages.
Of the 31 students currently enrolled as doctoral
students, 15 are from the United States, including nine
Anglos and six Hispanics — one from Puerto Rico. Four
of the students are from Mexico; two each from India and
Turkey; and one each from Bangladesh, Colombia,
Ecuador, Finland, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Spain and
Thailand.
And while an international student body provides a
special environment for graduate study and research,
Sargent emphasized that "one of our goals is to have local
people — to provide higher education opportunities for
people from throughout the Rio Grande Valley, from the
broadly defined border regions, and we certainly have
students who fit that,” Sargent noted.
The new PhD director said he was pleasantly surprised
by the state of the young program when he arrived in late
summer.
"It’s nice to come into a program that has things so
well set up,” Sargent said. “And the clear strength of our
program is the students we have. We have some really
quality students who are doing wonderful things now.
“A lot of them have finished their classwork and are
getting more into the dissertation stage, when they’re more
dedicated to research. They are investigating some really
interesting issues and creating new knowledge.”
Sargent, a native of Utah who holds bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from Utah State University, said he
became interested in Latin America when he was working
on his PhD in organizational behavior at the University of
Washington.
“For my dissertation, I came down to the TexasMexico border — to El Paso — to study maquiladoras in
Ciudad Juarez, and I made it down to Chihuahua,” he
recalled.

By Janice Odom
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While on the faculty of Florida International
University the last three years, he has continued to pursue
his interest in Mexico by doing research in Monterrey and
Guadalajara.
“I was always fascinated by the problems faced by
developing countries — especially the development of
industry, so I knew I wanted to do something in developing
countries....Having access here on the border is a
tremendous opportunity for someone like myself, and I’m
very excited about that,” he said of his new assignment at
UT Pan American.
“With our doctoral program, one of the things we
really emphasize is the international aspect,” said Sargent.
“We require a language, so if the students are interested in
Latin America, they have to know either Spanish or
Portuguese. Also, an international internship is required.”
McCallister noted that, while probably just more than
half of the current doctoral students are focusing on Latin

America, “if students are interested in focusing on Japan,
then they must know Japanese. They have to know the
language appropriate to the region they are researching,”
she added.
Because of the few slots open each year — Dr.
McCallister anticipates five to seven for fall 1998 —
admission to the PhD program is highly competitive.
“We have a committee that reviews the applications
and I’m the head of that committee, but we certainly like to
get input from a lot of faculty,” Sargent said.
The director explained that the selection process
follows a “portfolio” approach.
“Instead of just looking at grade point averages or
GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test) scores, we
like to get an idea of the entire student — what he or she
has to offer — so we look at work experience as well as
the GMAT, grade point averages and letters of
recommendation and try to get some well-rounded
people,” he said.
“We get applications from all over the world, and we
also have some of our students who came up through the
MBA ranks here at UTPA."
A major factor influencing the number of new students
admitted to the program is the relatively small size of the
College of Business Administration's full-time faculty,
which "kind of limits the size of the doctoral program,"
Sargent said.
"We have to keep it at a size where we can manage it
and do a really quality job with the students we have, so
quality is certainly much more important than quantity.
"Starting a doctoral program is difficult, but once you
get recognized and start producing quality graduates, the
program will get more recognition and both the quality and
number of applicants will go up — but already we have
excellent applicants. It’s a very competitive process and we

A LITTLE ADVICE — Dr. John Sargent, director of the PhD program in business administration, visits with Bradley Altemeyer,
who is one of 31 students from throughout the world studying in UT Pan American's first doctoral program.
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know I certainly didn't. Even after three years of school, I
didn't understand what I was going to be facing."
Brown said that Davila made himself available to her.
"I met with him many times every week, and he read
and reread and suggested....He is very supportive and very
active in my dissertation, as are all of my committee
members."

can pick and choose the best people.”
Cynthia Brown and Mohammad Elahee are among the
outstanding students who have been attracted to the young
doctoral program — and exemplify the diversity that
McCallister and Sargent consider essential for its success.
Brown is a Rio Grande Valley native, a
businesswoman and mother of three college students.
Elahee, who is "almost 30 by the English calendar," is
a native of Bangladesh who emigrated to Canada several
years ago to study for an MBA at the University of New
Brunswick.
•••

•••

One of the first 13 students selected for the doctoral
program in 1994, Brown is on track to become UT Pan
American's first PhD graduate.
“If things keep moving as they are, I should finish in
the spring,” she said recently, “but that’s not to say that
something’s not going to happen.”
And she knows first-hand how education plans can
sometimes go awry.
After getting her master’s degree from The University
of Texas at Dallas in 1978, Brown planned then to continue
on to get her doctorate.
Mohammad Elahee, originally from Bangladesh, has turned his
attention to Latin America for his doctoral studies in business.
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“My husband has his PhD (in operations research),
and it was always something I wanted to do. Besides, I
couldn’t let him get too far ahead of me,” she said with a
grin.
What Brown and her husband did put ahead of her
education back then, however, were their three children.
“We lived in Plano, a high profile, corporate high
pressure area, and we didn’t choose for our children to be
raised in that environment,” she recalled.
Instead, the Browns moved back to Cynthia’s native
Rio Grande Valley and joined the family-owned
independent insurance agency in Harlingen, where they’ve
been ever since.
She said that, before the family moved back, she
hadn’t really considered what education opportunities
would be available in South Texas.
“I was really quite surpised when I came down and
saw that higher education in the Valley had not progressed”
(from when she left years before), she said.
Though the commitment was there, Brown found that
there were no doctoral programs available to her in the
Valley, so she worked in the family business until she read
in the newspaper that they were going to have a doctoral
program in business administration at UT Pan American.
"I am really excited that they are doing this," she said
of the PhD program. "Higher education is the way of the
future. It is the way to improve the Valley."
This fall, Brown became the first of the doctoral
students to defend her dissertation proposal.
Now in the data analysis stage of her project, titled
"The Impact of Foreign Direct Investment on Small
Business Employment Formation in Mexico," she credits
Dr. Alberto Davila, her dissertation committee chair, with
helping her through the strenuous process.
"He has been absolutely wonderful to work with," she
said. "I wrote my proposal over the summer, and I don't
know that anyone going into it understands the level of
effort it takes, the number of hours it takes to do this. I

For Elahee, who had been living in Canada and
working on an MBA in finance at the University of New
Brunswick, UT Pan American and the Rio Grande Valley
held a special appeal.
"I came here so I can become a specialist on Latin
America," said the native of Bangladesh. "I realized that
Latin America is one of the most booming regions of the
emerging countries and is being integrated into the world
economy."
And while there are plenty of specialists on Western
Europe and Asia, there aren't enough who focus on Latin
America, he contends
"I thought if I could specialize in that area, that would
be my competitive edge," Elahee noted.
"When I started applying to PhD programs, I had
admission to several universities, but I chose this one
because of its emphasis on Latin America. As far as I knew
at the time, this was the only university specializing in
Latin America."
The doctoral student said that as soon as he arrived
from New Brunswick — moving from "one of the coldest
places in the world to one of the warmest" — he started
learning Spanish.
"Now, I am semi-fluent and once I become fluent in
Spanish, that will be my fifth language," he noted.
Elahee thinks he may be the only Bangladeshi person
in the Valley.
"Maybe there are others, but I haven't met anyone in
the last two years," he said. "In a way that was good for
me. I didn't have any distractions, and I could focus just on
my studies."
The son of lawyers who practice in Bangladesh though
his mother is a U.S. citizen ("She can make more money
there," he says), Elahee has a sister living in Atlanta and
hopes to stay in the U.S. himself after he graduates.
For now, he is awaiting the results of his
comprehensive exams and getting ready to defend his
dissertation proposal in the spring.
"I plan to do my dissertation on cross-cultural
negotiation behavior, and I plan to do it on Canada,
Mexico and the USA," he said.
Elahee admits to second-guessing his choice of
schools in the early stages of his doctoral program. "My
apprehension stemmed from the fact that this school was
not well known," he recalled.
"Now, when I look back, I realize I made the right
decision," he said. "The faculty members are very
supportive, very student-friendly, and I think if I had gone
to a better-known school, I wouldn't have received the
personal attention and support that I've received here."
And he takes pride in being one of the first students in
the PhD program and in the education he has received.
"It was very good for us and now we are deriving the
benefit," he said. "I'm sure that when we enter the job
market, everyone will be impressed with the quality of Pan
Am graduates." ■
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The World
is their
Campus
Business students look
to international experiences
for competitive edge
“There’s no such thing anymore as ‘domestic’
business,” claims Dr. Linda McCallister, dean of the
College of Business Administration at The University of
Texas-Pan American.
“You are seldom going to find any kind of business
now that is not international. It is all multinational
business.”
That is why McCallister and the faculty at UT Pan
American are working to integrate an international facet
into every course within the College of Business
Administration.
“If you are teaching domestic business, you’re way
behind the times— particularly for our students,” said
McCallister, who came to the university in 1995 and has
helped guide the development of the new PhD program in
business administration, which has an emphasis on
international business.
“We are a border university; this is an international
region. We don’t do ‘McAllen’ business, we do
‘international’ business,” she noted.
McCallister feels strongly that a business student’s
education is incomplete — whether at the baccalaureate,
master’s or doctoral level — unless there is a focus on
international issues.
“We’ve done a wonderful job in the College of
Business Administration of integrating the international
aspect into all of our courses,” she said. “And it’s not just
for the students in the international business major; every
one of our courses has an international facet to it.”
An important element of the international focus for the
college is the growing number of exchange programs that
are being initiated with other universities outside the
United States.
“In the last two years, the number of schools we’ve
met with, talked with, signed agreements with has just
skyrocketed,” McCallister said.
“We have three different programs going on with the
Fachhochschule in (Lüneburg) Germany; we have two
students from the Netherlands who are here right now
doing master’s research on our campus; one of our
doctoral students is teaching on an assistantship at a
university in Chile; we’re talking to a school in Sweden
about my teaching a short course there; and we have
numerous things going on in Mexico."
One of the most successful exchanges involves a
team-taught course that has a professor at UT Pan
American and another at the Fachhochschule in Germany.
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“Their students come here in the spring for six weeks,
and our students go to Germany after our spring semester
is over and spend six weeks there in the summer,”
McCallister explained.
“We have a huge waiting list of students who want to
get involved in that one, but we can’t take them all. We
only have 15 places.”
Next spring, another program with the German
university’s department of law and business will involve a
five-student exchange, with students earning credit at their
home institution.
During a recent visit to the UT Pan American campus
to work out the logistics of the program, Dr. Leslie Smith
of the Fachhochschule said that at her institution in
Lüneberg there is "a big emphasis on knowledge of foreign
legal and business systems."
"To help our students get this knowledge, we are
looking forward to sending some of them here to
Edinburg," she noted.
Smith said UT Pan American was chosen by her
department — business law — because "there is already
an institutional cooperation agreement that was set last
year on the intiative of the faculty of the department of
business in Lüneberg."
"Your students were out last year and we met some of
them. The word got around to some of our students that
Edinburg is the best place on earth, and they asked could
we not please see whether some of our own students could
come out here. So I came with that mission. The way
things look, everybody is excited about it," she said.
The exchange with UT Pan American serves a special
purpose for the German students, Smith said.
"Edinburg bridges a gap, not only Germany-American
but also Germany-North American/South American. I see
that as being very beneficial to our people," she noted.
"Europeans have a very stereotyped view of America,
and I'm in an environment (the Rio Grande Valley) that
is anything but a stereotype, and our students will

definitely benefit from it."
She also was pleased with the environment she found
on the UT Pan American campus.
"You have a very proactive approach to organizing
your students....There are faculties in Germany who have
thousands of students, and they don't have that personal
approach. You're big, but you still have it, and that's an
unknown quantity in Germany," the Lüneberg professor
said.
"I think this is an entirely unique experience and truly
international, and that's what our students really should be
exposed to. Our students can definitely hand over a little
bit of a message about what is going on in Europe and in
return learn what is going on here."
Dr. Smith also suggested that some of the UT Pan
American doctoral students might do their required
international internships at her institution.
"I've said that they should think about coming to us
and holding some classes in English. We have to put such
an emphasis on teaching in English that we are happy to
have guest lecturers. We would be delighted to host them."
For UTPA's McCallister, such international exchanges
are all about knowledge — "learning more about the
world, learning how much we are all alike even though we
we are different....The biggest thing it does (for the
students) is it opens their eyes and says to them, ‘People
are different, but that’s okay. That’s good.’"
“We always have someone from a different country
here in the college with us, and we’re trying as much as we
can to get our students to go to other countries, because
that is a tremendous experience for them," she noted.
Since most employers are involved in global business,
the UT Pan American students are anxious to have their
international experiences noted on their university
transcript, and McCallister already has talked with David
Zuniga, UT Pan American's director of admissions and
records, about the possibility.
"He's going to find a way to do it," she said. ■

BRIDGING THE GAP — Dr. Leslie Smith of the Fachhochscule in Lüneberg, Germany (seated, second from left), visited The
University of Texas-Pan American this fall to help set up an exchange program between the College of Business Administration
and the business law department at her institution. Learning more about the new international exchange program are business
students, standing from left, Luis Ortiz and Sergio Alonzo and, seated from left, Astrid Boschker, Wolfgang Hinck, Gozde Guney
and Arianne Langendoen. Boschker and Langendoen were visiting from the Netherlands; the other students are in the PhD
program at UT Pan American.
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$47,700 grant from the Fund for the
Improvement of Post Secondary Education
(FIPSE) to the College of Business
Administration will result in a unique student
exchange program to both Canada and Mexico.
Seven UT Pan American students, who will be
designated “NAFTA Scholars,” will be selected to spend
two semesters abroad — one at a university in Canada and
one at a university in Mexico.
The exchange program, designed by a consortium of
six universities in the three countries, is called “TriRED:
Program for North American Mobility in Higher
Education.” Each of the participating universities —
Confederation College in Thunder Bay, Ontario,
Lethbridge University in Lethbridge, Alberta, Universidad
Autonoma de Tamaulipas in Ciudad Victoria, Universidad
Anhuac in Mexico City, Buffalo State College of the State
University of New York (SUNY), which is the lead
institution, and UT Pan American — will have seven
students spending a semester at a university in each of the
other two countries.
The FIPSE award, totaling $47,736 over a three-year
period, will fund curriculum development and travel for
faculty in addition to the student travel.
“FIPSE awards are extremely selective,” said Dr.
Linda McCallister, dean of the College of Business
Administration. “I consider this to be a very prestigious
recognition of the quality of the College of Business
Administration program.”
Dr. William Thompson, professor in the Department
of Management, Marketing and International Business and
project director for UT Pan American, agreed.
“FIPSE is a very prestigious granting agency. They
don’t grant money just because you apply for it. You have
to have a solid program.
“It’s an honor to get this kind of grant. We had to
work hard to get it and we’re very proud of it,” he said.
“This program will enrich the lives of some of our
students. They are going to get a rare experience.
“The purpose of the TriRED program is to provide a
unique way to learn and experience international business,
provide exposure to the diversity of American, Canadian
and Mexican cultures, and prepare students for commercial
activity throughout North America,” Thompson said. “The
students will have the enriching experience of living in
another country. While they’re there, they’ll also be
working as interns in local companies.”
The grant will cover transportation costs for the
students, who will pay tuition at their “home” institutions.
The program has a strong Internet component. In fact,
the name of the program, TriRED, is a play on words of
the Spanish term for the Internet, Red. TriRED is also an
acronym for “Trilateral, Reproducible, Inter-institutional
Red (network) for Educational Development in North
America.”
“The name of the consortium, ‘TriRED,’ is a
combination of both English and Spanish words to signify
the collaborative, multicultural spirit of the consortium,”
Thompson said.
As part of the program, students will enroll in an online seminar and in an on-line course titled “Haciendo
Negocios en Norteamerica/Doing Business in North
America.”
The course is expected to be offered for the first time
in fall 1998.
“What I envision for this particular course is that there

BORDER
BORDER
to

UT Pan American one of six universities
from the United States, Mexico and Canada
selected for business student exchange
will be a lot of Internet exploring,” Thompson said.
“There will be links to go to for information and examples
of on-line commerce as it is done in Mexico, Canada and
the United States. Students will be doing research via the
Internet and conducting their class over the Internet.”
The students also are expected to interact more
informally on the Internet, exchanging e-mail and perhaps
making living arrangements with NAFTA Scholars at the
host institution where they will be studying.
The faculty and administrators involved in the
program also have been making heavy use of the Internet.
Although a meeting was held in October in Ciudad
Victoria to initiate and plan the implementation of the
program, and the group will meet again in February at UT
Pan American, much of the planning of the program has
been conducted over the Internet.

'The purpose of the TriRED
program is to provide a unique
way to learn and experience
international business, provide
exposure to the diversity of
American, Canadian and
Mexican cultures, and prepare
students for commercial
activity throughout
North America.'
“This (the coordination of the exchanges) is going to
take a good bit of correspondence, and that’s one of the
interesting things about the whole thing, it’s an Internetbased experience,” Thompson said. “All of the schools
already have on-line conferences ongoing, where we are
developing the on-line course and we are making policy
decisions about how we are going to work out” the swap
of tuition between institutions, transfer of credits and other
details.
As local project director, Thompson is responsible for
recruiting the UT Pan American student participants and
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providing internship opportunities for the foreign students
while they are in Edinburg for a semester.
The project co-director is Dr. David Sturges, associate
professor in the Department of Management, Marketing
and International Business, who previously taught for a
semester at Lethbridge University and has experience with
on-line courses. Sturges is currently teaching a course via
video to a university in Malaysia, for which he keeps online office hours.
Thompson said the program’s web page will be
managed at UT Pan American at http://
www.coba.panam.edu/trired/.
“Students will be able to link to all six campuses,” he
said.
He said the first students could begin the program as
early as next summer, but the target start date is fall 1998.
“The program will run for two years, so we’re looking
at (academic years) 1998-99 and 1999-2000.”
Thompson said the selected NAFTA Scholars — so
called because the trilateral program is made up of
universities from the North American Free Trade
Agreement countries — will find that participation in the
program will not affect their majors or the time it takes
them to complete a degree.
“The students can still major in anything in business,
because there are only the two courses that they will take
for credit — ‘Doing Business in North America’ and the
on-line international business seminar. Those will fit in as
electives in any business major.
“When they go away to the other campuses, they
shouldn’t lose any time, so they should graduate on time
without any problem,” he said, adding that the courses
taken at the other institutions will transfer to UT Pan
American and vice versa.
He added that one of the most challenging aspects of
the program for UT Pan American students may be the
cold weather in Canada.
“Someone at one of the universities in Canada told me
they have a big box of winter clothes for exchange
students,” he said. “That’s one of the things our students
will learn — how do you cope with cold weather? How do
the people in that sort of element live?”
Thompson said one of the important elements of the
TriRED program is that it is reproducible.
“It’s not just unique to us,” he said. “This program
could be replicated and expanded to other universities.
We’re just setting up the model.”
■
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Under the Arches
UTPA, STCC presidents sign
academic partnership agreement
Dr. Shirley A. Reed, president of
South Texas Community College, and Dr.
Miguel A. Nevárez, president of The
University of Texas-Pan American, signed
an historic academic partnership agreement
Oct. 22 that should prove of significant
benefit to area students in helping them
complete their college education in the Rio
Grande Valley.
The partnership agreement, signed at
an afternoon news conference on the south
plaza of the University Library, fulfills the
“2+2” function of traditional articulation
agreements between community colleges
and universities by assuring students that
associate's degree programs at STCC
satisfy the freshman and sophomore year
requirements of four-year baccalaureate
degrees at UT Pan American.
To acknowledge the growing number
of students who are enrolled at both STCC
and UT Pan American, the partnership
agreement also includes a unique feature
that identifies courses at both institutions
that will satifsy degree requirements at
either school, the two presidents
announced.
To ensure the “greatest possible
match” between the degree programs of
both institutions and to facilitate a
“seamless” transfer of students between the
two institutions, STCC and UT Pan
American have committed, through the
academic partnership agreements, to:
• granting junior-level standing at
UTPA to students completing an
associate’s degree program at STCC with
the associate’s degree substituting for the
freshman and sophomore years of the
baccalaureate degree program at UTPA;
(Such 2+2 articulation agreements have
been completed for accounting, art,
biology, computer science, criminal justice,
economics, engineering, finance,
international business, management,
marketing, mathematics, physics and
teacher preparation, with more to come, the
two presidents noted.)
• identifying courses at the university
that can be completed as part of the
associate's degree requirements at STCC
and courses at STCC that can be completed
as part of the baccalaureate degree
requirements at UTPA;
• maintaining joint institutional
procedures for developing, updating and
revising articulation agreements for
associate's and baccalaureate degree
programs;
• publishing, on a regular basis,
articulation agreements that will be
provided to students on both campuses as
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transfer guides during academic advising;
and
• conducting periodic reviews of
admission and transfer policies and
procedures to enhance the ease of transfer
between institutions.
“This partnership agreement is an
important step in enhancing educational
opportunities for the students of our region,
and it is possible because of the close
working relationship UT Pan American and
STCC have and because of the geographic
proximity of the two institutions,”
President Nevárez said before the signing.
“We are very proud to take part in the
signing of this agreement today.”
“When the community college was
created in the Valley, Dr. Nevárez and his
staff were first in line to support and
endorse the mission of the community
college,” President Reed told reporters at
the news conference.
“This event has been long awaited. It
will formalize our relationship. We are
especially proud to say we have 1,494
students from South Texas Community
College who have transferred on to UT Pan
American," she said.
"Our goal is to work cooperatively and
collaboratively with UT Pan American, and
I look forward to many more partnerships
to announce to you in the future.”

Engineering programs
earn ABET accreditation
UT Pan American's undergraduate
programs in electrical, manufacturing and
mechanical engineering have been
accredited by the Engineering
Accreditation Commission of the
Accreditation Board for Engineering and
Technology (ABET).
“ABET accreditation is the standard of
quality used in the technical community to
qualify engineering programs,” said Dr.
Edwin LeMaster, chair of the Department
of Engineering. “It guarantees a student
that a program meets national standards.”
The accreditation is effective Spring
1996, making it retroactive to include all
students who have graduated from the
program since that time.
Even before ABET accreditation,
engineering was a growing program with
613 majors this fall — a seven percent
increase over last year — and a 28 percent
increase in the number of hours for which
engineering students have enrolled.

ACADEMIC PARTNERS — Bud Frankenberger, special assistant to the president at UT Pan
American, introduces Dr. Shirley A. Reed, president of South Texas Community College in
McAllen, and Dr. Miguel A. Nevárez, president of UT Pan American, at a news conference where
they announced an academic partnership to ease the transfer of students between the two schools.

Historic Austin mansion source
of new UTPA faculty endowment
The University of Texas-Pan American
has benefitted from the sale to the State of
Texas of a historic mansion in Austin owned
by two Texas governors — Elisha M. Pease
and his descendants from 1859 to 1956 and
Allan Shivers and his family since 1956.
At its meeting in Brownsville Nov. 13,
the UT System Board of Regents approved
the sale of the property, known as
Woodlawn, to the state's General Services
Commission for $2.6 million. Proceeds
from the sale will be divided equally to
support faculty endowments at UT Pan
American and the UT Austin Law School.
Gov. Shivers and his wife, Marialice
Shary Shivers, a Rio Grande Valley native
and former member of the Pan American
University Board of Regents, gave the
mansion to the Board of Regents in 1975
but continued to live there for the remainder
of their lives. Gov. Shivers died in 1985 and
Mrs. Shivers died in 1996.
It was the wish of Gov. and Mrs.
Shivers that the property be sold to support
endowed faculty chairs at the law school
and at UT Pan American.
"Gov. and Mrs. Shivers were very good
friends to this institution for many years,"
said UT Pan American president, Dr.
Miguel A. Nevarez. "With UT Pan
American's development as a
comprehensive university and our growing
number of graduate programs, endowed
chairs are an important incentive in
attracting top faculty."
"We are delighted that it has been

possible to transfer ownership of this
historically significant property to the state
so that it will always be maintained and
used in the public interest," said Donald L.
Evans, chairman of the Board of Regents.
"With this sale, we are honoring the past
while also providing for vital investments
in the future of Texas through support for
higher education."
The sale contract specifies a closing
date during the week of Dec. 15-19. The
deed will have a restrictive covenant
prohibiting subdivision of the property.

New computer science
master’s degree program
off to strong start
With enrollment almost double the
projections made when the program was
proposed, the new master of science degree
program in computer science at UT Pan
American is off to a strong start.
This fall — its first semester — the
program has admitted 34 students, almost
twice the enrollment predicted when the
proposal was approved by the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board last year.
"The strong enrollment will create a
significant community of graduate students
much faster than we anticipated and allow
us to offer more courses and a wider range
of courses this spring,” said Dr. Richard
Fowler, graduate program director.
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Opera and
Politics
Not-so-strange bedfellows
subject of book by professor
by C.M. Powell
Dr. John Bokina, professor of political
science at The University of Texas-Pan
American, is the author of a new book that
is garnering international attention.
Bokina’s book, Opera and Politics:
From Monteverdi to Henze, released Oct.
15 by Yale University Press, has already
been featured on a BBC radio show in
Britain and has attracted the attention of a
German publisher interested in producing a
German edition.
Closer to home, Bokina held a
booksigning Nov. 11 at the UT Pan
American University Bookstore.
Opera and Politics focuses on the
political aspects and meanings of operas
from the Baroque to the postmodern
period.
“I tried to eliminate jargon as much as
possible,” Bokina said. “I hoped to make it
accessible to that imaginary general reader
with an interest in opera and an interest in
political ideas, and that either background
or either interest would allow that person to
be able to understand and comprehend the
book.”
Drawing on the writings of Plato,
Machiavelli, Rousseau and others, Bokina
shows how operas have served as vehicles
for the articulation of political ideas, citing
specific examples from Monteverdi’s
Orfeo, Ulisse and Poppea, Mozart’s Don
Giovanni, Beethoven’s Fidelio, Wagner’s
Parsifal, Strauss’ Elektra, Schoenberg’s
Erwartung and Moses, Pfitzner’s
Palestrina, Hindemith’s Mathis and
Henze’s Bassarids.
“The political content of opera is
partly the product of the deliberate political
intentions of their creators,” he said.“But
even the most distinctive personal vision
has a connection to the spirit of its age.
And each of these operas has political
implications that transcend both the artist’s
intentions and the zeitgeists.”
As he points out in the preface to his
book,“I wanted to link the sensuousness of

the operatic experience to the realm of
ideas. What did these splendid works tell us
about the meaning of political and social
life? More important, what vision did they
have about what that life could and should
be like?”
Bokina began writing scholarly articles
and conference papers on political aspects

Dr. John Bokina
of opera about eight years ago. He
combined his 25-year love of opera with
his interest in political ideas in part because
there had been so little written on the
subject.
“There are very few books that take
opera as a serious art form,” Bokina said.
“There’s plot summaries, there’s
encyclopedias, there’s dictionaries, there’s
biographies of singers — there’s everything
but (books that) talk about what the ideas
are in these particular operas. For my
purposes, I can probably count on one hand
the books that I think are comparable in
terms of taking opera as a serious art form.
“Even in movies, you have people
getting profound meanings out of westerns
or gangster dramas, but this so-called
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upper-class art form is just treated in a very
trivial fashion, strangely enough,” he said.
Bokina first noticed the dearth of
serious political studies of opera when he
first encountered the art form 25 years ago
in his junior year as a political science
major at the University of Illinois-Chicago.
“Because I was a political science
student at the time, I guess I was fairly
politically oriented, and this art form that
was new to me seemed to be full of
political content,” he said.
"I was looking for things to read, and
beyond some literature on Wagner and
some on Verdi, I didn’t find much there.
And so the idea that perhaps someday I
might write something about political
aspects of various operas occurred to me,
and many, many years later, the book came
out of that.”
Bokina describes the development of
his interest in opera as “fortuitious.”
“I knew nothing about what I guess we
should call ‘art music,’” he said.
“I took an introduction to music
appreciation class, and there encountered
what I guess most people hope to
encounter, the great teacher in my life
(musicologist Richard Norton)."
“He turned me on to classical music.
Opera wasn’t his particular favorite, but he
certainly did help to guide me to where it
turned out my interests lay,” Bokina said.
“It just happened that my first couple
of encounters (with opera) were a superb
concert performance of Wagner’s Das
Rheingold and an indescribable
performance of Wagner’s Die Walküre with
the Chicago Lyric Opera Company, and
that was it. Ten years of listening to nothing
but Wagner followed that, and then I
branched out into other things.
“It’s all fortuitous — had I not taken
the class, had the class not been taught by
this particular person, had the first
performance I had gone to been some
dopey opera or a bad performance, none of
this would have happened, but everything
kind of fell into place,” he said.
With the official release date of Oct.
15, Bokina said it is still too early to gauge
reaction to the book.
“We’re anticipating that the reviews
are about to start coming,” he said.
“Before it was even printed, the New York
Times asked for a copy and said that they
were going to review it, so I’m waiting to
see what that is.”
The book has attracted interest in
Europe. The London office of the Yale
University Press has had an inquiry from a
German publisher about a possible German
issuing of the book, and the Oct. 2
broadcast of Britain’s BBC 3 radio show
“Night Waves” was devoted to the book.
Bokina was interviewed by phone by the

show’s host, Tony Palmer, an opera and
opera film director, and the book was
discussed by John Deathridge, professor of
music at King’s College-London, and
Michael Billington, theater critic for The
Guardian.
Bokina said UT Pan American was
very supportive of his book in a number of
ways.
“I received two faculty research grants,
one at the beginning of the project and one
at the very end, which were indispensable
in getting this work done,” he said.
He also credits fellow UT Pan
American political science faculty member
Dr. Gary Mounce for his help on the book.
“Gary Mounce has spent countless
hours going through every chapter — and
sometimes many versions of every chapter
— giving me critical feedback,” he said.
Bokina, who teaches a course in opera
and politics every two to three years and is
scheduled to teach it again this coming
spring, also praised his students for helping
him keep his perspective.
“My students were absolutely
indispensable to this book,” he said. “I get
so caught up with my own interpretations
of these works, the ones I’m writing on,
and the literature about these works, that
sometimes I think I’m not seeing them or
hearing them anymore.
“The students come along with their
18-, 19- and 20-year-old eyes and ears and
tell me what’s there. They bring me back
down out of scholarly abstraction to the
sensuous experience of hearing and seeing
these things for the first time. I pay tribute
to them in the preface, and the tribute is
duly deserved.”
As he notes in his preface, “I hope that
I provide them with a solid, albeit highly
politicized, introduction to the unfamiliar
world of the opera. I know what they give
me. Every third year, I have the pleasure of
observing what it is like to be 19 or 20
years old and encountering Poppea, Don
Giovanni, and Parsifal for the first time,
and of remembering what it was like for
me.” ■

Opera and Politics,
published by
Yale University Press,
is now available at the
University Bookstore
at UT Pan American
and at Barnes and Noble
and Borders bookstores
in other parts of
the country.
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A Celebration of Science
T

he University of Texas-Pan
American set aside a week
in late October for a special
“Celebration of Science” in
conjunction with the dedication of the new
$26 million Science Building, and visitors
to campus that week included Texas Lt.
Gov. Bob Bullock, UT System Chancellor
William H. Cunningham, area legislators,
members of the Rio Grande Valley Science
Association and junior high and high
school students and teachers from
throughout the region.
More than 200 area science students and
their teachers were on campus Oct. 20 for
preview tours of the new Science Building,
including explanations of scientific research
being conducted by faculty and student

assistants in three of the research
laboratories and a wild and colorful
chemistry “road show” by Texas A&M
University faculty member Dr. John Hogg
and his assistant, Russell Dove, a Pan
American alumnus.
On Oct. 21, activities
included a lecture on “The
Natural History of the Lower
Rio Grande Valley” by UT
Pan American biology
faculty Dr. Robert Lonard
and Dr. Timothy Brush that
focused on plant and bird life
of the Valley, and an
afternoon presentation on
“Ancient Wisdom in Modern
Medical Practice” by Dr.
Robert W. Feldtman, an
associate professor of
surgery at The University of
Texas Health Science Center
at Houston and a Pan
American chemistry
alumnus. Feldtman also was
one of four honorees at the
Founders Day Dinner that
evening (see related
story p. 7).
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Also as part of the “Celebration of
Science,” the Rio Grande Valley
Science Association held its fall
meeting in the building on Oct.
21, and other tours of the building
for area school groups were
scheduled for later in the week.
In his keynote address
during dedication ceremonies the
afternoon of Oct. 21, Lt. Gov.
Bullock called UT Pan
American’s new Science Building
“a masterpiece of a building.”
“I’m very proud of The
University of Texas-Pan American
and I’m prouder still of the men and women
who worked so hard in the Legislature to
bring this (new building) about, and the
folks locally — the enthusiasm the people of
South Texas and the Valley had for a better
tomorrow that
brought this to be,”
he said.
Bullock
compared the
building to his own
experiences as a
student at a junior
college with “one
frog for the entire
science program.”
“When I look at
what you’ve made
inside of this
building, it is
absolutely amazing to
me,” he said. “It
makes me appreciate
all the more what
we’re doing in this
state for higher
education and
education in general.
“This building holds more than
classrooms and labs — it holds the dreams,
the aspirations, the hopes for not
only this

The platform party for the Science Building dedication included state, UT System and UT
Pan American officials. Insets, from left: State Sen. Carlos Truan, Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock
and UT System Chancellor William H. Cunningham
generation, the young people going here, but
for those in the future. That’s what it all
represents.”
Bullock, who lived in Harlingen in
1959, also commented on how the people of
the Valley hold education in high regard.
“I didn’t realize until after I got here the
appreciation that people in the Valley, my
fellow Texans, have for education. And it’s
because they were starved from it. They did
not have the opportunities in the Valley that I
had in Hillsboro, Texas, or certainly a
student had in Dallas or Fort Worth or
Houston or Austin.
“Finally, the rest of Texas has
recognized that it’s just as important that
the people in this area of Texas
have the
opportunity for a
quality, first-class
education at all
levels, including the
college level. They
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for the Science
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finally recognized it because so many of
the citizens of this community and
throughout South Texas end up in the
workforce in Dallas and Houston, San
Antonio and other cities.”
He described UT Pan American as a
“beacon of learning and progress in the
Valley.”
“This university helped fulfill the
mission of many a mother and father who
wanted something better,” he said.
UT System Chancellor William H.
Cunningham, who also spoke at
the building
dedication,

Above Left:
Dr. Bob Lonard, left, and
Dr. Timothy Brush prepare for their
lecture on “The Natural History of the
Lower Rio Grande Valley. Above Center:
Houston surgeon and Pan American
alumnus Dr. Robert Feldtman, left,
presented the first Alumni Honors Lecture.
Above Right: Students on tour in one of the
new labs.
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congratulated campus
architects past and present
for “keeping the whole
feeling of the campus
from one generation to
another.”
“But what really excites
me when I come here
is not just the
beautiful buildings —
it represents a
beautiful opportunity
for everyone in South
Texas, and it’s really
exciting to me to
think of the people
who...have made so
many contributions
not only in South
Texas but also the
State of Texas as a
whole. It all begins
here.”
He commended
Lt. Gov. Bullock for
his efforts in support
of higher education,
particularly the South
Texas Border
Initiative.
“I think we were all honored to be able
to just follow Bob Bullock around. He made
this thing happen,” he said. “Through Gov.
Bullock’s lead...we not only have the South
Texas Border Initiative, we have round two
in the South Texas Health Initiative.”
State Sen. Carlos Truan, who introduced
Bullock, noted that “higher education in
general is fortunate to have Bob Bullock
serving the State of Texas. So many things

have
been done on
this campus alone
because of his
leadership.”
Also on hand for
the building
dedication
were State
Representatives
Juan Hinojosa,
Roberto Gutierrez,
Kino Flores and
Miguel Wise, former
U.S. Rep. Kika de la
Garza, and Nick Gonzalez, an aide
to U.S. Rep. Ruben Hinojosa.
Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez, president of UT
Pan American, called the new Science
Building “a major commitment of the
State of Texas, The University of Texas
System, the System leadership and the
entire university community, a
commitment to make certain that every
one of our students has an opportunity for
a quality science education, whether as
part of the core curriculum or as
preparation for a career in the fields of
science.”
◆

Dr. John Hogg and Russell Dove
of Texas A&M’s chemistry
department put on a wild and
colorful chemistry “road show”
for junior and senior high
school students taking part in
“Celebration of Science.”
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For the latest news about The University of Texas-Pan American,
check out UTPA Today on-line at http://www.panam.edu/news.

Four receive special honors
at 70th year Founders Day
The arts, sciences, business and
education were celebrated Oct. 21 at UT
Pan American’s Founders Day Dinner
1997, which commemorated the founding
of the institution 70 years ago.
This year’s event was also part of a
special week-long “Celebration of Science”
that included the dedication of the
university's new $26 million Science

Coordinating Board
approves renovation
of old science complex
The Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board earlier this month
granted initial approval for the renovation
of the old science complex on the north side
of the covered walkway.
The construction project is scheduled
to go to the Coordinating Board for second
and final approval in January. Project
architects are Garza, Bomgardner,
Chumney and Associates of San Antonio.
The renovation is expected to cost $8.5
million, funded from revenue financing
bond proceeds (general use fees), and will
include three buildings — the main
laboratory building, an office wing, and a
classroom building with three large
auditorium classrooms.
“We anticipate starting after the next
Coordinating Board meeting, which is in
January,” said Roy Ruiz, director of
facilities planning and construction, adding
that the renovation is scheduled to be
completed by the end of January 1999.
The university will accept bids from
contractors in December, with contract
approval by mid- to late January, he said.
Once renovations are completed, the
main user of the building will be the
College of Health Sciences and Human
Services, with the large auditorium
classrooms available to all university
departments.
The current office complex area will
continue to be used as office space. The
auditorium classrooms will be refurbished
and upgraded with current media
technology, and the interior of the
laboratory building will be demolished and
completely reconfigured to provide
specialized space for departments in the
College of Health Sciences and Human
Services, such as laboratories for
communication sciences and disorders,
occupational therapy and rehabilitative
services.

Building the same day (see related stories,
pages 8-9).
Honorees at 70th anniversary Founders
Day reception and dinner in the University
Ballroom were:
• Yvonne Anderson, well-known
Valley arts patron and part-time English
faculty member at UT Pan American;
• Dr. Robert W. Feldtman, associate
professor of surgery at The University of
Texas Health Center at Houston Medical
School and a 1968 chemistry graduate of
Pan American College;
• Randal B. (Randy) McLelland Jr.,
chairman and chief executive officer of the
Rio Grande Valley Region of Texas
Commerce Bank; and
• Dr. Jerry L. Pulley, long-time
professor of education and former acting
dean of the College of Education.
“This year’s honorees represent
professional and cultural areas to which
this institution has been dedicated
throughout its 70 year history,” said
President Miguel A. Nevárez.
“These four outstanding individuals
were selected for our 70th anniversary
Founders Day awards because of their
achievements and because of their
commitment to The University of TexasPan American.”
Anderson, Feldtman, McLelland and
Pulley, who were presented with Founders
Day medals at recognition ceremonies
during the dinner, were introduced by Dr.
Carl Seale, Dr. Andres Estrada, Bill Ellis Jr.
and Dr. Hilda Medrano, respectively.

STARS OF THE EVENING: Honorees at the 70th anniversity Founders Day dinner Oct. 21
were, from left, Dr. Jerry L. Pulley, semi-retired professor of education; Randal B. (Randy)
McLelland Jr., chairman and CEO of the Rio Grande Valley Region of Texas Commerce Bank;
alumnus Dr. Robert W. Feldtman, associate professor of surgery at UTHSC-Houston; and
Yvonne Anderson, Valley arts patron and part-time English faculty member. The theme, “An
Evening Among the Stars,” tied the Founders Day dinner in the University Ballroom to the
“Celebration of Science” and dedication of the Science Building earlier in the day.

Major expansion under way
for UT Pan American Library
Representatives from the state
legislature and the UT System joined
students and faculty in breaking ground for
a $7 million addition to the University
Library Sept. 16.
“The foundation of any great
university, beyond its dedicated and

ADDING ON — A $7 million, 49,000-square-foot addition to the University Library is under
construction and is expected to be ready for use by the beginning of the spring 1999 semester.
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talented faculty and students, is a wellequipped, modern, technologically
advanced library,” said Dr. Miguel
Nevarez, president of UT Pan American.
“This facility is the hub of intellectual
activity on the campus.
“It’s essential that we continue to
strengthen our library, not only for the
services to the university community but
also for the community at large,” he said.
Dr. Kenneth Buckman, assistant
professor of history and philosophy and
member of the Library Addition ad hoc
committee, asserted the importance of the
library in the university community.
“This dedication carries a weight of
greater importance than the dedication of
other buildings, because the library
symbolizes, more than any other campus
project, the heart and soul of the university
itself,” Buckman said.
“Our library is a repository of
worldwide culture representing what is best
and worst about society and the world we
inhabit. By acting as our living memory,
the tool of our active present, and the hope
of our projected future, the University
Library is a beacon, lighting the promise of
our most sacred possibilities as a people, a
society, a nation, humankind, as a world."
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Foundation News
W

hen rancher and businessman
Fausto Yturria of Brownsville
and civic leader Margaret
McAllen of Weslaco got together Sept. 26
at the fall meeting of The University of
Texas-Pan American Foundation’s Board of
Trustees, they had plenty of stories to tell
about the birth of the foundation almost 15
years ago.
In August 1982, after months of
planning, the two Valleyites and Vic
Neuhaus of Houston — as the original
members of the Board of Trustees —
signed the papers to create what was then
the Pan American University Foundation.
From an initial $75,000, the endowment of
the university and the foundation has
grown to a combined total of almost $25
million today.
Though Neuhaus sent his regrets due
to a scheduling conflict, Yturria and
McAllen and four other former trustees
were on hand to be honored at the fall
Foundation board meeting, which began on
campus with a tour of new facilities and
reconvened later in the morning at the
International Bank of Commerce in
McAllen.
Joining the two founding trustees were
former board members Joyce Bost and
Bailey Gurwitz of McAllen, Roy Cantu of
Mission and Dave Lopez of Southwestern
Bell in Oklahoma City.
“As we celebrate the university’s 70th
year and the 15th anniversary of the
Foundation during this academic year, we
thought it was a perfect time to invite all of
our past trustees back,” said T. Edward
Mercer, vice president for institutional
advancement.
“We asked them back not only so that
we could thank them for what they have
meant to the university but also so they
could see first-hand what their service to
the Foundation has meant — in new
programs, in new buildings and in the
quality of the student body, the faculty and
the academic offerings.
“Our Foundation trustees have played
a major role in the growth of this university
for the last 15 years by opening doors for
us with major foundation and corporate
donors, for helping us to cultivate
productive relationships with individual
donors and for helping to tell our story
throughout the country,” Mercer added.

Saluting
Former Trustees
A complete list of the dedicated
volunteers who have served on the Pan
American University and The
University of Texas-Pan American
Board of Trustees since it was
chartered as a 501(c)(3) organization in
1982 is included on the following page.

BUILDING THE FOUNDATION — President Miguel A. Nevárez, right, congratulates Fausto
Yturria of Brownsville and Margaret McAllen of Weslaco, founding members of the UT Pan
American Foundation Board of Trustees, who received special recognition at the fall meeting of
the current board Sept. 26 in McAllen. The Foundation is celebrating its 15th year in 1997-98.

UT Pan American
Foundation built
on solid base
by Janice Odom

Yturria and McAllen have their own
stories to tell about how they got involved
in the creation of the Foundation, but they
both credit the dedication — and
persistence — of Ed Mercer for their
involvement and for making the
organization a success.
When McAllen got a call from Mercer
in the early ‘80s asking for her help in
forming a new foundation, she said she
didn’t hesitate before agreeing to serve.
“I guess I was ready for a new job
right then, and it sounded interesting,” she
recalled recently.
Though she had taken a few courses at
the university, the only other tie the Rio
Grande Valley native had to Pan American
was through her father, a prominent local
attorney and judge who had served on the
school’s Board of Regents and had
included Pan American in his will.
“We felt so lucky to have the college in
the Valley,” McAllen said. “Just imagine
the difference it has made. I have always
thought of it as a very enriching thing.”
When Mercer made his call to Yturria
in 1982, the new Pan American vice
president had a little more difficult sale.
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Yturria talked about that early contact
at the September board meeting as he
accepted a plaque commemorating his
service to the Foundation.
“I kept getting a persistent telephone
call from a fellow named Ed Mercer,”
Yturria said. “I didn’t know who he was,
but he said ‘We’re going to do so and so up
at Pan American University...and you’ve
got to help us. You’ve got to come on and
get on board.’”
Yturria said he tried to tell Mercer that
he was on too many boards already, but to
call back later and maybe he would have
the time.
“He called back in a week,” Yturria
said with a laugh.
Once he had agreed to serve with
McAllen and Neuhaus, whom Mercer knew
from his days in Houston as a fund raiser
for Northwood Institute, Yturria made the
mistake of missing their first meeting and
was elected chairman in his absence.
“He always said he was railroaded
(into being chairman),” said Mercer, “so
when he went off the board, we gave him a
giant sledgehammer to commemorate the
occasion.”

Yturria and McAllen like to tell the
story of the formative days of the
Foundation.
“When we started, there were three of
us and the university had an endowment of
about $75,000. I said, ‘This is great, what’s
our budget?’” Yturria said, recalling an
early conversation with Mercer.
When Mercer answered "$20,000," the
new board chairman asked the obvious
question — “How much do we have in the
bank?”
The answer, according to Yturria, was
— “About $38.12.”
“This fellow is so persistent,” Yturria
says about UT Pan American’s chief fund
raiser. “He is what made of lot of this
happen at that time for us.”
McAllen recalls that, at the first
meeting of the Foundation board, “we
discussed the vision and the need for the
Foundation. Even though Pan American
was a state school, we knew that it would
be the private funds that would make the
difference in the quality of education that
could be provided. That was why it was so
important to have those resources. Up to
that point, the only fund raising had been
for athletics and for the alumni.”
She credits President Miguel A.
Nevárez and Vice President Mercer with
creating a positive atmosphere for the
volunteers.
“I admire them as people so much, and
I just feel that they have the interest of the
university at heart,” she added.
McAllen, who served on the
Foundation board until being named to the
Pan American University Board of Regents
by Gov. Mark White in 1984, said she saw
her role as a trustee as “helping Ed make
contacts when possible with potential
contributors, and in the early stages, just
helping develop the strategy, the direction
we were going to take.”
“Ed knew what to do and how to do it,
and he makes things easy for the
volunteers,” she noted. “We learned a lot
from him, and he made us feel so involved
because he would call and alert us when
things happened, which was very helpful. It
stimulated a real interest in what was going
on at the campus.”
As Yturria looked around the IBC
meeting room last September at the current
Foundation trustees, who represent some of
the country’s major corporations, the
founding chairman noted, “It’s gratifying to
me to see a board this size of such
prominent, influential people....I salute you
and commend you on what you are doing,
because what you are doing today will
really pay off in the future for our youth —
just like what we did so many years ago
has paid off, and I’m just delighted to have
been a part of it.”
■
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CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP — McAllen attorney Morgan Talbot, center, is presented with a
ceremonial gavel to commemorate his two years as chair of The University of Texas-Pan
American Board of Trustees. Congratulating him are, from left, T. Edward Mercer, UT Pan
American vice president for institutional advancement, and Austin attorney Jon Dee Lawrence,
who assumed the chairmanship at the board’s fall meeting at the International Bank of
Commerce in McAllen Sept. 26.

Pan Am alumnus Lawrence
elected chair of Foundation
Austin attorney Jon Dee Lawrence is
the new chairman of The University of
Texas-Pan American Foundation Board of
Trustees, succeeding McAllen attorney
Morgan Talbot, who served two one-year
terms.
Lawrence, who retired in 1990 as vice
president and associate general counsel for
Texas for Southwestern Bell Telephone
Company, has served on the Pan American
Foundation board since 1988.
A native of Edinburg, he is a 1957
graduate of Pan American College and
earned his law degree at The University of
Texas at Austin Law School in 1960.
Other officers elected during the
Foundation's fall board meeting at
International Bank of Commerce in
McAllen Sept. 26 were first vice chairman
Roel (Roy) Martinez of McAllen, second
vice chairman Herm Wille of New York
City, secretary John Martin of Edinburg
and treasurer Bill Ellis Jr. of McAllen.
Martinez moved up from vice
If you are interested in knowing more
about The University of TexasPan American Foundation,
please call or write: T. Edward Mercer,
Vice President for Institutional
Advancement, UT Pan American, 1201
W. University Drive, Edinburg, TX
78539-2999. Telephone: 956/381-2116.
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chairman-elect; Wille and Ellis were
reelected to their positions; and Martin,
who is a past chair of the board, replaces
Eleazar Lucio as secretary.
New trustees elected at the fall meeting
were Randy McKee of Dallas, vice
president-Central Zone, Blockbuster
Entertainment, and rancher-investor
Virginia Lee Garcia Heath of Rancho
Sacsayhuaman near Raymondville.
Also joining the board representing
their respective organizations were Terry B.
Miller of Mission, president of the UT Pan
American Foundation’s International
Women’s Board, and Roberto (Bob)
Gutierrez Jr., president of the UT Pan
American Alumni Association.
Reappointed to the Foundation board
were Berto Guerra of Southwestern Bell in
San Antonio, Jerry Mills of Texaco USA in
Austin, Dallas attorney Jaime Ramon, Ellis,
Lawrence, Martin and Martinez.
Several trustees whose terms have
expired were honored by the board with
resolutions of appreciation. Among them
were Sylvia Aaronson of Houston, Maxine
Guerra of Linn, Carolyn Maddux of
McAllen, Jim Notarnicola of Dallas, Joyce
Smith and Lucio, both of McAllen.
Also honored with a memorial
resolution was Rudy Franco, former board
member who died last summer.
The next meeting of the Board of
Trustees will be January 30, 1998, on the
UT Pan American campus.

Sylvia Aaronson, 1988-97
Suzanne Armstrong, 1984-86
Leon Belila, 1996James Bexley, 1983-88
Joyce Bost, 1988-91
Thomas J. Brorby, 1983
Daniel Y. Butler, 1983-87
Rodolfo Cantu, 1988-91
Maxie Carpenter, 1996James H. Clement Jr., 1984-86
James W. Collins, 1987-88
Orville Cox, 1983-89
Ann Dunkin, 1983-88
Bill Ellis Jr., 1983Kenneth Everhard, 1985-88
W.R. (Bill) Fields, 1993-present
David Finley,1988-95
Rudy Franco, 1994-97†
Duane Gilliam, 1990-94
Ira H. Green, 1983-86
A.R. (Felo) Guerra, 1987Enrique E. Guerra, 1988-93
Heriberto (Berto) Guerra, 1995John C. Guerra Jr, 1997Maxine Guerra, 1995-97**
R. David Guerra, 1994Bailey Gurwitz, 1986-87
Roberto Gutierrez Jr., 1997-*
Virginia L. Heath, 1997James Hunt, 1983-86

Paul Kerr, 1985-87
Margie Kintz, 1991Jon Dee Lawrence, 1988Dave R. Lopez, 1992-95
Eleazar S. Lucio, 1990-97*
Margaret L. McAllen, 1982-84
Randy McKee, 1997Carolyn Maddux, 1988-97
John Martin, 1988Roel (Roy) Martinez, 1996Terry B. Miller, 1997-**
Jerry Mills, 1988Edward H. Muñoz, 1993-95
J. Victor Neuhaus III, 1982-87
Jim Notarnicola, 1995-97
Joe Ramirez, 1994Jaime Ramon, 1988Brian Rawls, 1992Joyce Smith, 1994-95**
Morgan Talbot, 1990Ambassador Abelardo L. Valdez,
1983-88
Virgil Wildey, 1988-93
Herm Wille, 1986Fausto Yturria, 1982-85
bold denotes current Trustees
italic denotes founding Trustees
*representing Alumni Association
**representing International Women's Board
†deceased

Alumni Association Briefs
Drag out the letter sweater;
we're taking a BB road trip
If you never got to take a basketball
road trip while you were in school, now's
your chance!
The Alumni Association is sponsoring
a road trip to San Antonio for the Broncs'
game with The University of Texas at San
Antonio Roadrunners Dec. 9.
The chartered bus will depart from the
University Fieldhouse at noon and return
immediately after the game. The $59 price
includes transportation, game ticket, snacks
and beverages.
Bob Gutierrez Jr., president of the
Alumni Association, who will lead the
group, invites alumni and friends to show
their support of the Broncs by making the
trip with him.
He also extends a special invitation to
alumni in the San Antonio area to meet the
Valley contingent at the Convocation
Center that night to reunite with old Pan
Am friends or make new ones.

For more information, call the Alumni
Association at 956/381-2500.

Help light up the campus
for the holiday season!
Everyone is invited to the annual
Holiday Lights Celebration at 7 p.m.
Dec. 1 in the Fine Arts Courtyard.
Highlight of the evening will be the
switching on of the holiday lights in the
courtyard, as well as those that outline a
number of the campus buildings facing
University Drive.
Music will be provided by the Music
Department, and the International Women's
Board is providing the refreshments.
Special events for the children will
include an appearance by Santa on his
Harley, a piñata, a kiddie train and a letters
to Santa booth.
The Alumni Association is sponsoring
a "build a snowman" competition for
student groups, and the winner will receive
a $100 donation for the organization.

The University of Texas-Pan American

Alumni News

1997 HONOREES — Receiving 1997 Alumni Awards were, from left, Dr. Dahlia Guerra, Dr.
Lynda de la Vina, Johnny G. Economedes, L. Nathan Winters, Juan Mata, Carmen Guerra and
Rafael Guerra.
– Photo by Hector de la Garza

Association salutes '97 honorees
at annual awards dinner Nov. 20
Five individuals and a family were
honored for distinguished achievement and
service Nov. 20 by The University of
Texas-Pan American Alumni Association at
the 1997 Alumni Awards Banquet.
Master of ceremonies Roberto (Bob)
Gutierrez Jr., president of the Alumni
Association, and UT Pan American
President Miguel A. Nevárez welcomed
more than 200 guests to the annual event in
the University Ballroom. Music for the
evening was provided by the Estudiantina,
a student group directed by Dr. Dahlia
Guerra, one of the evening’s honorees.
In his remarks before the presentation
of the 1997 Alumni Awards, Nevárez
praised the Alumni Association’s leaders
and members and called the organization “a
barometer that helps us (the University)
gauge how well we are doing for our
students and for the community.”
Each year, the association’s board of
directors accepts nominations for the
Distinguished Alumni, Distinguished
Family, Distinguished Faculty and
Distinguished Staff Awards. This year’s
recipients were:

■ Dr. Lynda de la Vina
Distinguished Alumna
Dr. Lynda de la Vina, professor of
economics at The University of Texas at
San Antonio, is currently serving as dean
for graduate studies and research. She was
the first Mexican-American woman to
receive a PhD in economics from Rice
University.

■ Johnny G. Economedes
Distinguished Alumnus
Economedes, Edinburg Fire Chief, who has
spent most of his life serving the
community, is best known for his work

with the City of Edinburg and as organizer
of a program to help purchase fire
equipment for cities in Mexico. He is past
president of the Edinburg Chamber of
Commerce and is serving on the Texas
State Forestry Advisory Board.

■ Dr. Dahlia Guerra

May the
Spirit of the Season
touch your heart
with joy and happiness!
The University of TexasPan American Foundation

Distinguished Faculty
Dr. Dahlia Guerra, a concert pianist and
assistant professor of music, has taught
piano at the university since 1984 and
directs the Mariachi and Estudiantina.

■ Juan Mata
Distinguished Staff
Juan Mata, director of accounting, has
devoted his entire professional career to the
university, where he earned his BBA
degree in 1981. He is considered a role
model for students, clerical staff and young
professionals throughout the university.

■ L. Nathan Winters
Distinguished Service
L. Nathan Winters, president of San Benito
Bank and Trust in San Benito, received the
Distinguished Service Award, which is
reserved for special individuals who have
dedicated themselves to the betterment of
their community.

■ Rafael and Carmen Guerra
Distinguished Family
The Distinguished Family Award was
presented to the Rafael and Carmen Guerra
family of Linn, who are known for their
long-time involvement in ranching and in
the community. The family, most of whom
have attended the university, supports the
Victor A. Guerra Memorial Scholarship
Endowment, the engineering program and
other projects at UT Pan American.
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In the Spirit of the Season
Dear Fellow Alumnus,

Name _______________________________

Over the last seven decades, our university
has touched the lives of thousands of
students. I certainly benefitted from my
years at what was then Pan American
College — and I hope you feel the same.

Address _____________________________

Join me in the Spirit of the Season and
make your gift to the 70th Anniversary
Greater University Fund. Your gift will
enhance the UT Pan American experience
for present and future students. It is a
simple and meaningful way for us as
alumni to say "thank you" to our alma
mater and to make a difference in our
world.

Social Security No. ______-_____-________

City __________________ State__
Zip________
Home Telephone _________/____________

Graduation Date ___ Major _____________
In the Spirit of the Season, I enclose my gift of
❏ $25 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $200 Other $___
(Checks are payable to: UTPA Foundation.)
Please charge my:
❏ Visa ❏ MasterCard ❏ American Express
Card No. _______________ Exp. ____/____
Signature_____________________________

Jon Dee Lawrence, Chair
UT Pan American Foundation
Class of 1957

Please return to:
The 70th Anniversary Greater University Fund
1201 West University Drive, UC 108
Edinburg, TX 78539-2999
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Sports
Gallup leaves job
as athletic director
Gary Gallup, athletic director at UT
Pan American since 1993, resigned Oct. 31
to become assistant executive director of
the Golden Gloves Association of America.
Concurrently with Gallup’s
resignation, Dr. Miguel A. Nevárez,
president of UT Pan American, asked Vice
President for Business Affairs James R.
Langabeer to assume administrative
oversight of the intercollegiate athletic
program and to serve as interim athletic
director until a new AD is hired.
“Since we will be searching for a new
athletic director, I feel this is a good time to
review our options and identify new
opportunities in regard to intercollegiate
athletics at UT Pan American,” said
President Nevárez.
A nationwide search for a new athletic
director was initiated immediately after
Gallup announced his resignation.

Bronc runners finish
third in conference
The host UT Pan American Broncs
placed third in the men’s Circle K-Sun Belt
Conference Cross Country Championship
Nov. 3 at McAllen Country Club.
Western Kentucky ran away with the
team title with 22 points, outdistancing
runner-up South Alabama by 49 points. UT
Pan American had 104.
Next came Arkansas State 148,
Jacksonville 151, Lamar 159, Louisiana
Tech 171, New Orleans 174, Southwestern
Louisiana 202 and Arkansas-Little Rock
222.
Bronc runners Peter Carreon and Joe
Medina finished 10th and 11th to miss
All-Conference honors by three and eight
seconds, respectively. Armando Flores
finished 17th, Eddie Aguilar 31st and Rolie
Salinas 33rd for UT Pan American in the
65-runner field.
“Armando Flores got out with the
leaders and really competed, and held
out as long as he could,” said Coach Scott
Richardson. Flores led the race briefly after
the first mile.
With their third place finish at the
conference meet, the Broncs qualified for
the NCAA South Central Cross Country
Regionals in Denton Nov. 15, where they
placed 13th.
Medina ran 31st in the 108-man field
to lead UT Pan American. Carreon took
52nd, Flores 60th, Eddie Aguilar 77th and
Julio Aguilar 82nd for the Broncs.

14

2

SUN BELT CHAMPS — The Lady Broncs Cross Country team captured their second conference championship in three seasons by
winning the Circle K-Sun Belt Conference meet Nov. 3 at McAllen Country Club. Head Coach Scott Richardson, second from left,
was named Sun Belt Conference Coach of the Year after guiding his team to the championship in his second season at UT Pan
American. Kneeling from left are Kaci Saenz, Martha (Marty) Gonzales and Amy Sanchez; standing, assistant coach Peter Trevino,
Richardson, Linda Moncivais, Gracie Salinas, Kacey Warrick, Lydia Reyes, assistant coach Jim Van Hootegem and assistant coach
David Galvan.

Women's Cross Country team captures
'97 Sun Belt Conference Championship
The University of Texas-Pan
American finished 2-4-8-9 and ran away
with the Women’s Circle K-Sun Belt
Conference Cross Country Championship
Nov 3. UT Pan American hosted the
championship event at McAllen Country
Club.
Martha (Marty) Gonzales, a senior
from Donna, finished second behind Laura
Martin, a Canadian running for South
Alabama. Martin dominated the field by
covering 5,000 meters (3.1 miles) in 17:36
minutes, winning by 28 seconds over
Gonzales.
Five Lady Broncs finished in the top
11 as UT Pan American crushed nine
other squads to win the second team
championship in any sport for the
university in its seven years of Sun Belt
Conference membership.
The Lady Broncs won the first team

title in cross country in 1995.
UT Pan American coach Scott
Richardson was voted Coach of the Year
for winning a Sun Belt trophy in his second
season at UT Pan American.
Kacey Warrick charged to fourth place
in 18:12 for the Lady Broncs, followed by
Linda Moncivais, eighth in 18:26; Kaci
Saenz, ninth in 18:30; and Lydia Reyes’
clinching 11th place in 13:39. Amy
Sanchez ran 13th for UTPA and
Gracie Salinas, hurting with shin splints,
took 24th in the 67-runner field.
UT Pan American’s 34 points won the
team score by 27 points. Western Kentucky
edged South Alabama by one point for
second, 61 to 62. Next came Jacksonville
104, Lamar 199, Arkansas State 172,
Southwestern Louisiana 176. New Orleans
244, Louisiana Tech 269 and ArkansasLittle Rock 287.

“They couldn’t have run any better,”
Richardson said.
“When you get four in the top 10...!
My heart goes out to Lydia Reyes, who
finished 11th, ran terrific and missed AllConference by one spot. And I was really
proud of the way Gracie Salinas ran a very
gutsy race even though she was hurt.”
"All-Conference!" was all Saenz could
say after finishing in the top 10 and making
All-Sun Belt by 10 seconds.
As Sun Belt Conference champions,
the Lady Broncs also ran in the NCAA
South Central Cross Country Regionals in
Denton Nov. 15, finishing seventh in a
strong field headed by the University of
Arkansas.
Gonzalez paced the Lady Broncs,
finishing 22nd in the 111-runner field.
Warrick took 38th, Reyes 42nd, Moncivais
48th and Saenz 54th.

The University
of Texas-Pan
American
The University
of Texas-Pan
American

Sports
I

f you had to pick a couple of words to
sum up the 1997-98 basketball season at
The University of Texas-Pan American,
they might well be “new” and “exciting.”
While a whole new era began for the
Broncs under new head coach Delray
Brooks, the Lady Broncs started the season
in early November with almost an entirely
new team from a year ago.
Second-year coach Kathy Halligan
welcomed to the roster seven new players
whom she says will help set the foundation
for the future success of the UTPA
women’s basketball program.
“The energy level, enthusiasm, and
work ethic of our team will definitely set
the tone for years to come,” Halligan said
before the season began.

New to the squad are Alexis Williams
and Radiajah Sinnette (Houston), Leslie
Thomas (Springfield, Ohio), Jennette
Bolovinos (Chatham, Ontario), Jayme
Green (Hamilton, Ontario), Erin Buttery
(Colorado Springs, Colo.) and Erica
Ruiz (Edinburg).
Leadership and experience was
expected from returning players Angela
Casas of La Feria and Jenny Rae Gaytan of
Edinburg.
The start of the Delray Brooks
coaching era means a new attitude and
style that should prove fun for basketball
fans, The Broncs have changed their style
to an up-tempo attack and pressure defense,
and the prospects for 1997-98 are for a
season filled with excitement.

1997-98 Bronc
Basketball Schedule

1997-98
Basketball Schedule
November
SATURDAY
Saturday
Friday
Sunday
Saturday

8
15
21
23
29

MONTERREY TECH (EXHIBITION)
at UT San Antonio
at Wyoming
at Air Force
at Baylor

#5
7
7
2
7

P.M.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

December
TUESDAY

2

UT SAN ANTONIO

7 P.M.

Papa John’s Lady Rebel Classic
Friday

5

Saturday

6

Mississippi Valley vs.
Southeastern Louisiana
UTPA vs. Ole Miss
Consolation/Championship Games

SATURDAY

13

UT ARLINGTON

5:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
2/4 p.m.

19

Saturday

20

MONDAY

UTPA vs. UC Irvine
Air Force vs. UTSA
Championship Game
Third Place Game

6 p.m.
8 p.m.
6/8 p.m.

22

SAM HOUSTON STATE

3
6
10
15
17
22
24
26
31

at Lamar*
ARKANSAS STATE*
SOUTH ALABAMA*
at Western Kentucky*
at Arkansas State*
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS*
SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA*
at UT Arlington
at Louisiana Tech*

7
7
#5
7
3
7
#5
7
7

p.m.
P.M.
P.M.
p.m.
p.m.
P.M.
P.M.
p.m.
p.m.

2
7
14
19
21
28

at Southwestern Louisiana*
LAMAR*
LOUISIANA TECH*
at University of New Orleans*
at University of South Alabama*
WESTERN KENTUCKY*

7
7
7
5
3
7

p.m.
P.M.
P.M.
p.m.
p.m.
P.M.

5
7

Sun Belt Conference Championship Tournament
at Louisiana Tech University

7 P.M.

February
Monday
SATURDAY
SATURDAY
Thursday
Saturday
SATURDAY

SATURDAY
Saturday
Tuesday
SATURDAY
Saturday

8
15
18
22
29

MONTERREY TECH (EXHIBITION)
#7:30
(EXHIBITION)#7:30
at Oklahoma State
7:05
at Mississippi State
7
NORTHERN ARIZONA
#7:30
at Texas Christian University
7:30

P.M.
p.m.
p.m.
P.M.
p.m.

2
6
9
18
27
29

at University of Illinois
7
at Northern Arizona (7 p.m. local time) 8
at Texas-San Antonio
7:30
TEXAS-SAN ANTONIO
#7:30
LOUISIANA TECH*
#7:30
ARKANSAS-LITTLE ROCK*
#7:30

p.m.
p.m.
P.M.
P.M.
P.M.
P.M.

3
5
8
10
15
17
24
29
31

at Arkansas State*
at Arkansas-Little Rock*
JACKSONVILLE*
SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA*
at Lamar*
at Southwestern Louisiana*
LAMAR*
at New Orleans*
at South Alabama*

5
7:05
#7:30
#7:30
7
7:05
#7:30
7:30

p.m.
p.m.
P.M.
P.M.
p.m.
p.m.
P.M.
p.m.
TBA

5
7
11
15
19
21
23

WESTERN KENTUCKY*
at Jacksonville*
ARKANSAS STATE*
at Western Kentucky*
SOUTH ALABAMA*
NEW ORLEANS*
Louisiana Tech*

#7:30
12:30
#7:30
2
#7:30
#7:30
7

P.M.
p.m.
P.M.
p.m.
P.M.
P.M.
p.m.

December
Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday
THURSDAY
SATURDAY
MONDAY

January

January
Saturday
TUESDAY
SATURDAY
Thursday
Saturday
THURSDAY
SATURDAY
Monday
Saturday

November

7 P.M.

UT San Antonio Holiday Tournament
Friday

New
season,
new
style for
Broncs &
Lady
Broncs

Saturday
Monday
THURSDAY
SATURDAY
Thursday
Saturday
SATURDAY
Thursday
Saturday

February
THURSDAY
Saturday
WEDNESDAY
Sunday
THURSDAY
SATURDAY
Monday

March
Feb 27-March 3

Sun Belt Conference Tournament
Lafayette, Louisiana

March
Thursday
Saturday

*Sun Belt Conference Opponents
#Denotes Doubleheaders
All Times Central HOME GAMES IN BOLD ALL CAPS.
All home games played at the UTPA Fieldhouse (5,000)
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*Sun Belt Conference Opponents
#Denotes Doubleheaders
All Times Central HOME GAMES IN BOLD ALL CAPS.
All home games played at the UTPA Fieldhouse (5,000)

1997-98 Basketball

y
d
a
L Bronc

Brooks, a former assistant to Rick
Pitino at the University of Kentucky,
inherits four starters from last year – 6-6
Ivan Ostarcevic, 6-2 Keli’i Bandmann, 511 Shannon Howard, all seniors, and 5-l0
junior Lalo Rios.
The other returning lettermen are
seniors JeRon Allen and Michael
Thompson and sophomores Larry Jackson
and Matt Palmquist. They all contributed a
year ago and proved they are capable
Division I players.
Micah McAdams, a talented freshman,
shows promise. Two redshirt veterans from
last season, 6-0 Gonzalo Garza and 5-11
Marcus Green, move up to the varsity.
Redshirting this season will be transfers
John Braxton and Brian Merriweather. ■
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Calendar of Events
December
Happy Holidays!
1 Visual Arts Society Annual Christmas

Show, University Gallery, CAS Building,
continues through Dec. 17. Gallery hours noon to
5 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays; 8
a.m. to 10 p.m. and noon to 5 p.m. Tuesdays; and
1:30 to 5 p.m. Fridays.
String Ensemble concert, 8 p.m., Fine
Arts Recital Hall (tentative). (General admission
$3, UT Pan American faculty, staff and students
with I.D. and senior citizens $2.)*

1-2 Pan Am Nights for the play, The Rose

Tattoo. (UT Pan American students and
employees, two free admissions with valid I.D.)

2

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. UT San
Antonio, 7 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission
$3, high school students $2, children $1. UT Pan
American students with I.D. free, faculty and
staff and immediate family members free.)

3-7 Play, The Rose Tattoo, 8 p.m., University
Theater (2 p.m. Sunday). (Reserved seats $10,
general admission $5. Call 381-3581 for
reservations.)

4

18

15

19

20
22

Basketball: Broncs vs. UT San Antonio,
7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved seats $8,
general admission $4, high school students $2,
children $1. UT Pan American students with
I.D. free, faculty and staff and immediate
family members free.)
Grade reports due in the Office of
Admissions and Records by 10 a.m.

Art Exhibit, “Luminous Codes
Photography Show,” University Gallery, CAS
Building, continues through Feb. 15. Gallery
hours noon to 5 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays; 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. and noon to 5
p.m. Tuesdays; and 1:30 to 5 p.m. Fridays.
Classes begin.

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. Sam Houston
State, 7 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission $3,
high school students $2, children $1. UT Pan
American students with I.D. free, faculty and staff
and immediate family members free.)

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. University
of New Orleans, 7 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General
admission $3, high school students $2, children
$1. UT Pan American students with I.D. free,
faculty and staff and immediate family
members free.)
Art Exhibit, Sam Thomas Biomorphic
Abstractions, at Charles and Dorothy Clark
Gallery, Fine Arts Complex, continues through
Feb. 26. Gallery hours 10 a.m. to noon
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; 8:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. and 2:30 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays; 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursdays.

27

24

20

Commencement exercises, 11 a.m.
(Colleges of Health Sciences and Human Services,
Arts and Humanities, and Social and Behavioral
Sciences), 2 p.m. (College of Education), and 5 p.m.
(College of Business Administration and College of
Science and Engineering).

22

Basketball: Broncs vs. Louisiana Tech,
7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved seats $8,
general admission $4, high school students $2,
children $1. UT Pan American students with
I.D. free, faculty and staff and immediate
family members free.)

29

Basketball: Broncs vs. Arkansas-Little
Rock, 7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved seats
$8, general admission $4, high school students
$2, children $1. UT Pan American students
with I.D. free, faculty and staff and immediate
family members free.)

History Movie Night, Get on the Bus,
7:10 p.m., Social and Behavioral Sciences
Building (formerly Liberal Arts Building) Room
101. Sponsored by the History Club. (Free.)

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs.
Southwestern Louisiana, TBA, Fieldhouse.
(General admission $3, high school students $2,
children $1. UT Pan American students with
I.D. free, faculty and staff and immediate
family members free.)
Basketball: Broncs vs. Lamar
University, 7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved
seats $8, general admission $4, high school
students $2, children $1. UT Pan American
students with I.D. free, faculty and staff and
immediate family members free.)

January

UT Pan American Men’s and Women’s
Chorus, 8 p.m., Fine Arts Recital Hall (tentative).
(General admission $3, UT Pan American faculty,
staff and students with I.D. and senior citizens $2.)*
Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 7 p.m., Fine Arts
Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,
$7 at the door.)

7

Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 2 p.m., Fine Arts
Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,
$7 at the door.)

February
Happy New Year!
6

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. Arkansas
State, 7 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission
$3, high school students $2, children $1. UT
Pan American students with I.D. free, faculty
and staff and immediate family members free.)

8

8

Brass Quintet Concert, conducted by
Dean R. Canty of the Music Department, 8 p.m.,
Fine Arts Recital Hall (tentative). (General
admission $3, UT Pan American faculty, staff
and students with I.D. and senior citizens $2.)*

Basketball: Broncs vs. Jacksonville
University, 7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved
seats $8, general admission $4, high school
students $2, children $1. UT Pan American
students with I.D. free, faculty and staff and
immediate family members free.)

9

10

Valley Symphony Orchestra and Chorale,
music of Bach and Saint-Saens, 8 p.m., San Juan
Shrine. For tickets and information, call 630-5355.

11-12

Dead Days. Limited departmental
examinations.

13

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. UT Arlington,
7 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission $3, high
school students $2, children $1. UT Pan American
students with I.D. free, faculty and staff and
immediate family members free.)

13-18

Final examinations for day classes
for Fall 1997.

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. South
Alabama, 5 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission
$3, high school students $2, children $1. UT Pan
American students with I.D. free, faculty and staff
and immediate family members free.)
Basketball: Broncs vs. Southwestern
Louisiana, 7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved
seats $8, general admission $4, high school
students $2, children $1. UT Pan American
students with I.D. free, faculty and staff and
immediate family members free.)

16

4

Faculty Forum with Dr. James Haule of
the Department of English on “Poetica
Tremens: The Fear of Poetry and Other Mild
Psychotic Disorders,” noon, McAllen Country
Club. Sponsored by the Alumni Association.
Tickets $12.50 per person, includes luncheon
buffet. Reservations required at 381-2500.

5

Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 2 p.m., Fine Arts
Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,
$7 at the door.)

19

Basketball: Broncs vs. South Alabama,
7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved seats $8,
general admission $4, high school students $2,
children $1. UT Pan American students with I.D.
free, faculty and staff and immediate family
members free.)

21

Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 2 p.m., Fine Arts
Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,
$7 at the door.)
Basketball: Broncs vs. University of New
Orleans, 7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved seats
$8, general admission $4, high school students
$2, children $1. UT Pan American students with
I.D. free, faculty and staff and immediate family
members free.)

22

Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 2 p.m., Fine Arts
Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,
$7 at the door.)

27

Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 7 p.m., Fine Arts
Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,
$7 at the door.)
Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 2 p.m., Fine Arts
Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,
$7 at the door.)
Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. Western
Kentucky, 7 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission
$3, high school students $2, children $1. UT Pan
American students with I.D. free, faculty and staff
and immediate family members free.)
* Note: Music concerts listed are tentative and
dates and performers may change. For more
information, call the Department of Music at
381-3471.

Basketball: Broncs vs. Western
Kentucky, 7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved
seats $8, general admission $4, high school
students $2, children $1. UT Pan American
students with I.D. free, faculty and staff and
immediate family members free.)

7

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. Lamar, 7
p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission $3, high
school students $2, children $1. UT Pan
American students with I.D. free, faculty and
staff and immediate family members free.)

12

Basketball: Broncs vs. Arkansas State,
7:30 p.m., Fieldhouse. (Reserved seats $8,
general admission $4, high school students $2,
children $1. UT Pan American students with
I.D. free, faculty and staff and immediate
family members free.)

14-15 Final (late) registration by appointment. 14 Mariachi and Folkloric Dance Company
concert, “Alegria 1997-98,” 2 p.m., Fine Arts
14 Scholarship application deadline for Auditorium. (General admission $5 in advance,

1998-99.

15

28

5

6

Basketball: Lady Broncs vs. Louisiana
Tech, 7 p.m., Fieldhouse. (General admission $3,
high school students $2, children $1. UT Pan
American students with I.D. free, faculty and
staff and immediate family members free.)

$7 at the door.)

For further information, contact:
Art Department
381-3480
Athletic Department
381-2221
Folkloric Dance Company
381-2220
Music Department
381-3471
University Theater Box Ofice
381-3581

The University of Texas-Pan American

